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Sun 01/01

Mon 01/02
Wed 01/04
Sun 01/08

Wed 01/11
Sat 01/14
Sun 01/15

Wed 01/18
Sun 01/22

Wed 01/25
Sun 01/29

UPCOMING:
Sat 02/11

Matthew 19:14

14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs

9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
NO EVENING SERVICE
1:00 PM Women in Mission
6:45 — 8:00 PM AWANA'’s
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
6:00 PM Business Meeting
& Covered Dish
6:45 —8:00 PM AWANA's
6:00 PM Ladies Night Out
8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship
7:00 PM Evening Service
6:45—8:00 PM AWANA's
8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Church
6:00 PM Church Council
7:00 PM Evening Service
6:45—8:00 PM AWANA's
9:45 AM Sunday School

11:00 AM Worship (Lord’s Supper)

7:00 PM Evening Service

7:00 PM Valentine Concert &
Dessert Fellowship

to such as these.”
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Because Kids Matter 10

SPRING SEMESTER
BEGINS
Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2012

Want to start the New Year
of f with a huge blessing?
Helpers are needed!

e Listeners
e Snack providers
e Prayer Buddies

{2 Timothy



http://www.google.com/imgres?q=awana&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1152&bih=663&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=0rCn1TTeG-ZbXM:&imgrefurl=http://fbc-kids.com/AWANA.html&docid=FL09XZ3Y90tCcM&imgurl=http://www.fbc-kids.com/awana.gif&w=826&h=383&ei=RIz8TsGeIcj6sQKNtYHfAQ&zoom=1

LADIES NIGHT OUT
By: Ramona Aly

On December 3 ladies from Bethany and community gathered
to celebrate ACookieCut t er Chri st mas. Let’
Gift of Christmas — a personal relationship with Jesus!

BELL: Long ago the birth of Christ was heralded by the angels
and the news rang out that Christ was born.

STOCKING: God gave Christ as our gift from Him. He loved us so much fhaf He wanted to fill our
Stockings with love and gave us the gift of Heaven. Itis only through a relationship with Jesus that we have
salvation.

CHRISTMAS TREE: Christ loved us so much that He was born so that He could die for us on an old rugged tree
to take away our sin.

CANDY CANE: Christ endured the suffering of the cross, was beaten, and died for us.

SNOWMAN: If we received Jesus and confess Him as Lord, our sins will be washed whiter than snow.
ANGEL: Even the angels in Heaven rejoice when one person accepts the gift of Christ and eternal life.
What will you do with the gift of Christmas?

Once you have accepted the gift of Christmas — a personal relationship with Jesus Christ — there are some other
cookie cutter shapes that will help us to grow in our relationship with Jesus.

STAR: I n order to worship Christ fully we need to | et
control and let Him shine the brightest.
LIGHT: To really bake up Christmas we need to remember that other need Christ too. Our lives have got to shine
their brightest in order to be the witness that we need to be for Christ.
CHRISTMAS TREE: We need to be reminded of the Old Rugged Tree. Having a grateful heart for what Christ did
for us on the cross can really help us to reflect on how Christ suffered for our sin which gives us a new attitude
of worship.
STOCKING: We have to remember who fills our stockings. Christis the one who places those blessings in our
lives. He also knows what we need and when we need them.
WREATH: We need to be growing in Christ in order to worship Him fully. We need to be in church, study our
Bibles, and have a strong prayer life in order to show that green growth.
SLEIGH: Baking up Christmasr equi res getting on board..getting into t
active for Christ. Get behind your Pastor. Be involve
tells us to be doers of the word, not hearers only.
GINGERBREAD WOMAN: When we realize that Christ makes us a whole woman, we can really bake up
Christmas. We have to realize that the things of the world and other people cannot make us happy or whole.
Only Christ can do that.
Some of us have been baking up the wrong thingsinourlives—-bi tt erness, selfishness 4
reflect that we are worshiping the Christ of Christmas. Jesus Christ came to be our Savior and was born on the
first Christmas long ago. We who have accepted Him as our Savior and Lord should live in a way that we serve
Him and worship Him. We need to bake up Christmas in our hearts everyday so that others may know that there
is a babe in a manager who was born to take our sins away and that they may come and worship Him too!

l.l.l_- I Next Ladies Night Out-Sat urday, January 14 at 6: 00 pm. T h ¢

LEa d s Night Out is an outreach of Womends Ministry of
reach out as we fellowship and minister to ladies in our church and community.
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OPEN HOUSE “
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On Sunday, December 18, over 35 of the Bethany
family attended Open House at the new parsonage.
Guests were treated with food, fellowship, and a tour
of the new parsonage. A special thanks to each one
that attended. Ramona & Randy
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Reading Through The Bible 2012

U

January 2012

1 Romans 5 -6

2 Genesis 12 -15
3 Joshua 16 -20

4 Psalms 9 -11
5Job7-8

6 Isaiah 18 -22

7 Matthew 8 -10

8 Romans 7 -8

9 Genesis 16 -19
10 Joshua 21 - 24
11 Psaims 12 -14
12 Job 9 -10

13 Isaiah 23 -28
14 Matthew 11 -13
15 Romans 9 -10
16 Genesis 20 -23
17 Judges 1 -6

18 Psalms 15 -17
19 Job 11 -12

20 Isaiah 29 -33
21 Matthew 14 -16
22 Romans 11 -12
23 Genesis 24 -27
24 Judges 7 -11
25 Psalms 18 -20
26 Job 13 -14

27 Isaiah 34 -39
28 Matthew 17 -19
29 Romans 13 -14
30 Genesis 28 -31
31 Judges 12 -16

Women in Mission met in December
for our organizational meeting. We
learned about some of our personal
friends who serve as missionaries
along with stories from the lives of
other dedicated individuals.

A Christmas ornament activity was
enjoyed by the group. More mission-
centered activities, prayers, stories,
etc. are planned for the next meeting.
Please save and bring your old
Christmas cards for our activity time.
Cards from anyone else would
certainly be welcome.

All ladies are invited to join us on
Monday, January 9th at 1:00 pm for
our next meeting.

For more details, see Polly.

Charlene Elllison
Barbara Crook
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January Birthdays

2 David Bates
4 Earlene Fisher
5 Randy Aly
5 Sharie Watson
8 Pete Morgan
10 Jessie Applin
17 Tyler Bates
20 Ricky Bohler
27
30
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AWANA's “Birthday Party for Jesus” included a
reading of the Christmas Story by Brother Randy.
Children each had cupcakes with candles along with
Christmas treats to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Senior Day
A great day has been planned for all
seniors age 55+ at Latham Springs.
The Winter Meeting will be Jan. 19th.
Our Bethany group invites you to join us for
a day of songs, learning, preaching, and
special music. The cost is $7 a person and
includes coffee/brunch and a great lunch.
A poster and sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the foyer.
Come and enjoy the day with us.
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Hel
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Need dedicated, computer-literate, creative
individual to publish Sunday Church Bulletins.
Pertinent information will be provided. Project
includes creating, typing, printing and folding for
Sunday morning services.

5 Factors That Brought a Dying Church

Back to Life by J. D. Greear

Submitted by: Brother Randy Aly

J.D. Greear: Only God brings life to dead
things but here are five lessons I learned
that contributed to ou
revitalization.

The church | pastor, the Summit Church,

was planted in 1962. In 2001, however,

the Summit Church (then Homestead

Heigh ts Baptist Church) was a plateau  ed,
declining Baptist church. The current

pastor had been asked to resign after

being caught in immorality . The pastor
prior to him had unsuccessfully attempted

to impose a Willow Creek model, and the
pastor prior to him was a theological
moderate. When | arrived, the church was

in its fourth straight year of attendance

and offering decline, and the outlook wa S
bleak.

Five Life -Giving Factors

Only God brings life to dead things. But

here are five lessons | learned that |
believe contributed to
revitalization.

1. Inward transformation drives

external change.

Just as external moralistic changes

canno t transform the human heart, so
external changes to a
or structures cannot revitalize a church.

You might as well try to bending a metal

rod without first heating it. It will either

resist change altogether, or simply snap in
two.

Interna | change in the believer happens

only through the preaching of the gospel.
People become willing to extend

themselves to reach others as they learn
more about God and what he has done.
There is a time to push change and a time
just to preach Jesus. It take s wisdom to
know what to do when. A church that has
its ofirst FlO)sdkelytdo Rev .
undergo even the most uncomfortable
changes to complete the mission.

As the Summit Church developed a love

for the lost, changing our structures to

reach more p eople became relatively easy.




2. Do not underestimate the power of

momentum.

It is easier to change churches that are

growing, just like it is easier to steer a bike

that is moving. In any organization,

including a church, momentum can

provide the capital you need to purchase
change. Sun Tzu, author of the 2500 year

old military classic Art of War, said that
momentum i s a general ds
ally. Small armies can win great victories if
they know how to build it.

You might consider focusing first on
changing those things that are hindering

the church from growing. When growth is
happening, youodol Il fi
the other things. As people experience the
joy of new believers being born into their
midst, they become more willing to shift
away fro m what is comfortable for them

and into what is effective at reaching

others. Further, in most cases | would
encourage you to spend more time
developing the people who are with you
than engaging those who are against you.
Momentum and excitement often sile nce
opposition. So instead of spending a lot of
time putting out fires, you might want to

start one of your own.

When I first got to the Summit, there were

a number of problems we chose to ignore,
at least for the time being. These included
dress code, mus ic style, the length of the
services, and an inefficient (and in some
ways unbiblical) constitution. We changed

a few key things that we knew would

signal a new day in the church, and we set
a couple of big goals for some upcoming
outreaches. When we reach ed those goals,
we made a big deal of
faithfulness in them. After one of these
outreaches, we baptized our first African -
American believer. An older gentleman
who would later become the chairman of
our elder board came up to me with tears
in his eyes and sai
about a lot of these changes you are
making. But if that is a taste of what we
are going to get,
During that first year | baptized an
exchange student from another country. |
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happened to speak her na tive language
(having lived in her country for a couple of
years), and so | conducted her baptism in
that language. After that, | probably could
have suggested that we all stand on our
heads in church and people would have

gone along with it. Within two ye  ars, we
had changed our dress code, sold our
property, and re -written our constitution,
allovghbut avdéssentinghbvdtee Had |

suggested those things during the first

year, it would have been a bloodbath. But
after we had gained momentum, they
changed natura lly.

Win a few evangelism
tekbabratetbohemangsenodt
psalmists doing both to strengthen their
own souls and to inspire a vision for the
future? In Psalm 48, the sons of Korah tell
| srael, oWal k about
number her towers, consider well her
ramparts, go through her citadels, that
you may tell the next generation that this
i's God, our God foreve
3. Beware of fighting battles that lead

you nowhere.

A third lesson is tied to the second.

Beware of fighting battles, no matter how
worthy, that gain you little strategic

ground.

Some battles (often wo
help you in the bigger
revitalization. Often, if you postpone them,

you can win them later without shedding a

drop of blood fi on either side. Know which
battles to fight when.

| ve noticed that |
perfectionists tend to have trouble with
this principle, becaus
HebtahgogsBodbhbhe right
expedient. 6 We sometim
about winning battles , it ds about
people.

The Apostle Paul seemed to understand

this. Sometimes he let people malign his
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0 S oharactet; d@her times he defended lyis

apostleship. Sometimes he brought
himself into conformity to the law; other
tmees he publiecly rebuked thosew  ho
refused to embrace their freedom. His grid
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for engagement was what was strategic for
the mission (1 Cor. 9:19
Of course this does not mean we ever
tolerate open sin or substantial doctrinal
corruption in the church. It just means

that we fight the right battles at the right
times.

4. Create a sending culture.

In my opinion, creating a sending culture
is essential to revitalizing a church.
Churches that are revitalized see
themselves as communities on mission
with God, not as country  clubs for
Christians.

One very practical thing you can do to
encourage this mentality is to send as
many people on short -term mission trips
as possible. Few things open our eyes to
missional living like spending time with
missionaries overseas. The more th  at
mentality gets into the bloodstream of the
church, the more church members
become willing to apply missional
principles to their own context.

During our first two years we sent an
inordinate amount of our people and
leaders overseas. It cost a lot of mo  ney
and took up valuable time, but it did two
things. First, it raised the level of
generosity in our church. Having seen the
needs on the field, the people gave. The
trips may have cost us a lot of money, but
they paid for themselves many times over.
Second, it made our people ask
themselves if we were laboring to reach
our city the same way that missionaries
overseas were laboring to reach theirs.
When you create a sending culture in your
church, you will likely lose some of your
best people to a churchp lantor a

mi ssions assignment .
the sending culture creates more leaders
to take their place. It has worked for us
like the five loaves and two fish: the more
we give away, the more is multiplied and
given back to us.

5. Lead your peopl e to yearn.

The French mystic Antoine de Saint
Exupéry once said, olf
ship, dondt drum
wood, divide the work and give orders.

up t

-27; Gal. 2:11 -15).

Instead, teach them to yearn for the vast
and endless sea. 0
salvation of the world they will not only
put up with the ¢ hanges you propose, but
will probably instigate a few of their own

as wel | That 6s when
revitalized.

Again, it is the preaching of the gospel

that creates this yearning. The gospel
makes us stand in awe of Jesus, who was
rich, yet for our sakes became poor. It
moves us to pour ourselves out for others
as he has poured himself out for us. The
gospel awakens people from their middle
class slumber to follow Jesus as he seeks
and saves the lost. It moves them to love
the poor, the stranger, and the outcast.
The gospel teaches us to see the world
through the lens of the compassionate

God demonstrated at the cross and
revealed in the resurrection. The gospel

fills us with audacious faith, making us (in
the words of Wil i
things of God and then attempt great
things for God. o
The gospel makes us yearn to see the glory
of God cover the earth like the waters

cover the sea. It gives us a passion for his
kingdom that outweighs our comfort with
the status quo. As the gospel has
more of the center of our church, | have
seen our people do the most amazing
things i from moving from richer
neighborhoods into poorer ones, to
adopting unwanted children, to loving
refugees, to sharing Christ with their
neighbors.

So personally dwel | on the gospel.
Meditate on it until it burns in your breast
and you candt cont ai
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